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Who was born this month? 

Welcome to the January Newsletter 2020. We have some great book 
recommendations, dates for your diary and information of interest.  

With Best wishes 

Graham Bennett & The Music Master Team 

Information Corner 
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Havergal Brian  
(1876-1972) 

Havergal Brian was an English composer born on January 29th 1876 

in Staffordshire. He died in Shoreham, Sussex on 28th November 

1972 aged 98. From the age of 15, Havergal worked as an organist 

for his local church, and became a self taught composer and close 

friend of Sir Edward Elgar and Granville Bantock. Havergal wrote 

32 complete symphonies, a comic opera and several overtures, vocal 

works and concerti for both cello and violin, though sadly his two 

violin concertos were later lost. In addition to his large 

compositional output, he became well known as editor and article 

contributor for a reputable magazine called ‘The Musical Opinion’. 

When Havergal completed his first symphony in 1927, (also known 

as the ‘Gothic’) he became the first composer to write a symphonic 

work lasting nearly two hours, and involving 5 choirs and an 

extended symphony orchestra. Due to the magnitude of this piece 

the first professional performance wasn’t given until many years 

later in 1966 at the Royal Albert Hall in London, conducted by 
Adrian Boult. 

Friday 17th April 2020 

Closing date for the 
North London Music 
Festival composition 
classes  

Thursday 7th May 2020 

6pm-onwards North 
London Music Festival 
composition classes  

RRP: £24.00 
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Dates for the diary: 
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These books are great….. 
The following best selling titles may be of particular interest to you…. 

Why not check them out today? 
The Music Master Ensemble Book 

is the ultimate companion for the 
advanced composer. Learn how to 
write a complete string quartet, a piece 
for choir, jazz band, and electronic 
keyboard; unravel the complexities of 
harmony, ornamentation, and 
transposition. Each chapter provides 
the tools, practice and stimuli to create 
complete projects for A-Level and 
beyond. Discover how to build up a 
variety of textures, acquire the essential 
vocal and instrumental techniques, and 
become a master in melodic 

development. RRP £24.00 

The Music Master Performer 

Book III is the perfect companion 

for the advanced pianist with a desire 
to understand the links between 
poetry and music. Learn about 
programme and incidental music and 
discover some of the great innovators 
who wrote in these styles. Challenge 
your pianistic abilities to grade 8 and 
beyond and develop skills in 
communication, stylistic awareness 

and performance. RRP £24.00 

The Music Master Keyboard 

Book provides the tools, the 

practice and the stimuli for anyone 
who wants to learn how to play the 
electronic keyboard and the piano. 
Each chapter provides information 
on different musical cultures so 
that you can play with stylistic 
awareness. All the terminology, 
key features and tasks are 
explained with each piece making 
learning accessible and fun for all.  

RRP £24.00 

Aurelia Walker 

The North London Festival of Music, Speech and Drama takes place each year in the 

Spring. We offer a huge range of competitive classes covering Piano, Singing, Choirs, 

Orchestral and Chamber Groups, Composition, Stringed and Wind Instruments of all 

descriptions, Speech and Drama. Our Festival Competitions are open to amateurs and students 

whatever their age or ability. Entrants are given the opportunity to perform in front of an 

audience and may win a cash prize, trophy or certificate. Everyone takes away with them a 

copy of the adjudicator’s written comments and a certificate of participation. Come and further 

your performance skills, learn from the adjudicators and your peers, and enjoy the stimulus of 

competition.  Visit  www.northlondonfestival.org.uk  to enter 
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Winner of the North London Music Festival Best Composer 2019 


